
ENGLISH 9 ACCELERATED: 
MRS. LEBLANC & MRS. SWEENEY 

2016 SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Note:  This is the 2016 summer assignment, which we are providing at this time for scheduling 
decisions only. We are in the process of revising the English 9 curriculum, including summer 
reading. The 2017 assignments will be similar in rigor and time demands; however, do NOT 
begin these assignments. The purpose of summer reading is to keep your brain engaged during 
the hiatus from school. For now, focus on gaining the skills and knowledge in eighth grade that 
will prepare you for success in high school. Mrs. LeBlanc and Mrs. Sweeney will meet with 
students during the second week of May to share the assignments and answer your questions.  

 
Each student will complete two activities in response to the summer readings. First, each student will 
create a chart analyzing allusions in movies and books. Next, each student will write an essay that 
analyzes a theme developed in a work of fiction. Please carefully read all of the information included in 
this handout so that you correctly understand the details of the summer assignments.  

 
Assignment #1: Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of the Greek Myths  by Bernard Evslin  

This collection of short stories presents many of the classic tales of ancient Greece. 
These selections will prepare students to understand allusions in classic works and other 
literary texts during the coming school year.  
 
Assignment: Select one character from each of the following sections in the book: 
“The Gods,” “Nature Myths,” “Demigods,” and “Fables.” Then, review films or books 
that you’ve seen or read. Cite a specific scene or passage that alludes to each chosen 
character. (You may find all of your examples in one text, or you may utilize different 
texts.) Finally, analyze how the allusion to each chosen character creates meaning for 

the text in which it is used. Please type your information into the chart using the same format utilized in 
the sample boxes. A typed copy of the chart is due on the first “real” day of school: Thursday, 
August 18.   
 
The following information is intended to help you correctly identify allusions. It is not an example of the 
type of analysis that you should create in your chart; it merely proves that an allusion is used. Your 
writing should analyze how the allusion adds meaning, understanding and depth to the character, plot, or 
setting of the film or book. 
 
Definition: An allusion is a figure of speech that makes a reference to anything, including paintings, 
opera, folk lore, mythical figures, or religious manuscripts. There are several ways that an allusion can 
help a writer: 

● Allusions are engaging and will often help the reader remember the message or theme of the 
passage. 

● Allusions allow the writer to give an example or get a point across without going into a lengthy 
discourse. 

Here are some examples that allude to people or events in literature:  
● “He was a Good Samaritan yesterday when he helped the lady start her car.” This refers to the 

biblical story of the Good Samaritan. 
● “I was surprised his nose was not growing like Pinocchio’s.” This refers to the story of Pinocchio, 

where his nose grew whenever he told a lie. It is from The Adventures of Pinocchio , written by 
Carlo Collodi.  

http://www.yourdictionary.com/allusion


● “When she lost her job, she acted like a Scrooge and refused to donate to any charity.” Scrooge 
was an extremely stingy character from Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol .  

● “I thought the software would be useful, but it was a Trojan Horse.” The Greeks facetiously left a 
gigantic, wooden horse as a gift for the gods before leaving Troy. Foolishly, the Trojans hauled 
the horse inside their city gates. Once inside, the Greek soldiers broke out of the belly of the horse 
and destroyed Troy.  

● “He was a real Romeo with the ladies.” Romeo is a character who falls hopelessly in love with 
Rosaline and then Juliet in Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and Juliet . 

● “Chocolate was her Achilles’ heel.” This means that her weakness was her love of chocolate. 
Achilles is a character in Greek mythology who was invincible. His mother dipped him in 
magical water when he was a baby, and she held him by the heel. The magic protected him all 
over, except for his heel.  

 
Assignment #2: Choice Novel 
Each student will select one novel from the list below.  
Assignment: Identify a theme or lesson to which you personally connected within your choice novel. 
Then, write a one-page, typed essay that discusses the theme and its significance to you. You should 
include clear claims, utilize at least two unique pieces of cited evidence, and develop strong reasoning. Be 
sure to state the theme correctly, to discuss the book specifically (no plot summary), and to organize your 
ideas coherently. A typed, one-page essay (in MLA format) is due on the first “real” day of 
school: Thursday, August 18. 
 

Choice Novel Options 
 
All The Light We Cannot See  by Anthony Doerr  
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE  (For Mature Readers.  Please use parent discretion). 
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, 
stunningly ambitious instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a 
German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of 
World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural 
History, where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, 
Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so 

she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris 
and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive 
great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most 
valuable and dangerous jewel.   In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his 
younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing 
these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a 
special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, 
Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and 
Marie-Laure’s converge. 

– Goodreads 
 

The Secret Life of Bees  by Sue Monk Kidd 
Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees  tells the story of Lily Owens, 
whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was 
killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the 
deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, 
South Carolina--a town that holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an 
eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world 

of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna.  
– Goodreads 



 
 

The Alchemist  by Paulo Coelho 
The Alchemist  is the magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to 
travel in search of a worldly treasure as extravagant as any ever found. From his home in 
Spain he journeys to the markets of Tangiers and across the Egyptian desert to a fateful 
encounter with the alchemist. The story of the treasures Santiago finds along the way 
teaches us, as only a few stories have done, about the essential wisdom of listening to our 
hearts, learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, above all, following our 

dreams.  
– Barnes and Noble 

Allusion Chart 
Direction: Select four characters or situations from Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths . 
Then, find evidence of an allusion to each character or situation in literature. Finally, develop reasoning 
that clarifies how the evidence supports your claim.  

Claim or purpose of the 
allusion: 

Evidence: 
Provide an example from the novel 
that gives evidence of your 
character’s attribute. 
Please correctly embed the quote: 
“words” or “‘dialogue’” and 
(author page number).  

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 
Please use transitions to connect your 
sentences and ideas smoothly. NO 
SUMMARY. 

“The Myths” 
Claim: (Please include title and 
author) 
An allusion to Icarus and 
Daedalus in Fahrenheit 451  by 
Ray Bradbury develops 
characterization. 

Evidence: 
As the salamander screeches to a 
halt in front of Montag’s house, 
Beatty chides ‘“Old Montag wanted 
to fly too close to the sun, and now 
that he’s burned his wings, he 
wonders why’” (Bradbury 113).  

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 
The allusion develops both Beatty and 
Montag’s characters. First of all, the 
allusion implies that Beatty, too, knows a 
lot about books since he can allude to a 
famous Greek myth. Furthermore, 
Beatty believes that he is above the law 
because he openly acknowledges his 
understanding of literature in public and 
in front of other firemen. In addition to 
illuminating Beatty’s character, much 
can be learned about Montag. First of 
all, Montag pushes the limits of 
rule-breaking too far and suffers serious 
consequences for doing so. Because of 
his arrogance, he is doomed to face a 
death that highlights his brash defiance of 
the law.  

“The Gods” Claim:  
(Please include title and author) 

Evidence: 
 
 

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 

“Nature Myths” Claim:  
(Please include title and author) 

Evidence: 
 
 

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 

“Demigods” Claim:  
(Please include title and author) 

Evidence: 
 
 

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 

“Fables” Claim:  
(Please include title and author) 

Evidence: 
 
 

Reasoning/how your evidence supports 
your claim: 

In one sentence, please explain what conclusion you can draw about the purpose of allusions in films and text.  
 


